2:8). 


The unprofitable ' Servants' Talent 


| putinto the Bank, an ſure hope 
of acceptance-by a merciful I. ord, 


Or, the mean mans Gift towards 


the helping forward of the Lords 
COrarwork. OE: ? 
=Y With 

An Information and Meſlage from 


* the: Lord, to all forts of People 


concenned herein; written in plain 


- ſimplicity. . * 


' impartial eye ſeriouſly mind theſe following 
diſcoveries-mede and confirmed by the Scrip- 
- tures from the Lord, you ſha!] find ſomewhar 
diſcovered of the right deſcent and- aſcent of 


| the tive Goſpel-Miniltry, and. of their Parſonages, Patrents - 


and Inductions, as they are ordained and fent forth by the 
Lord and own'd of him; and alſo ſomewhat of ſuch as are 
ſent by and from-men that run. before they are ſent of the 


ib... AME...*; ; | * | 
& Ruly: bEfved friends, -if you will with an 


; chief; Governour and: Head of his .Church, {( Chrift. Jeſus) ; 


; of whom he declares t har fuch are. Theeves, & Robbers, and 


, come forth for that end ; andtruly.as far as I am able to dif-,, 
cover my heart herein, I have no.other. end, nor _reſpe&t- of, 


 perſonsin me ig writing of this, by che Lords teaching of we, 
; thenhad either & jab; op {ſajab, Ferrmiah, Ezekipl,, Paul, 


_ 


; or any other that.declared againſt thoſe falſeTeachers.in their , 


: 3941 - what 


% 


| times that, che Tord diſowned; or farany further end then. 
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- pe orenjoy,and then certainly its time to-Jook about us,or 7 


| Nations ..Whether it be not as much or more then he did too © 


wcoming of the Goſpel Glory -itto theſe defpiſed Nutiony! 


» * Wu 
SE - 
q 


what the Lord appears in to 4 with or 8gainft them :JAndif & 
you judge me.in what I have ſaidfrom the Lord herein, Tein © th 
well-bear it, and rejoyce bay; one —_ Mm - ma- ® 
py-ſenſible.complaints,gone' forth .again 00d; and de. ® 
27.0 BN denbſtiveg Mig ſkers a Chrit: Thay % tha 
what E-bave written I was tapght it immediately of and by * OP 
the Lord, and not by or from men; I beſeech you weighit, * the 
for it will be found crne, that much lies in hazard in that very: %; 
thing, though little regarded by the moſt ;- its no leſs then Þ 
Land liberties, State ſouls of men, yea all we are, 8& do ex- © 


elſe it never will be:But ir may be you will ſay,thisis but ſome 
Siddy conceit of a buſic head : but before you paſs your cen» ® 
ſure thereon, d.-like Gamals:1, conſider and confulr, whether Z 
the Lord or man mcſt clearly appears in jt: | Firſt, Obſervs © 
well what the Lord hattfdone for us and-to-us here intheſe!” 
and for thoſe-that he hath ſeverely judged for unfroitful peo«'” 
ple, or unprofitable | Servants, and know that che ® 
Lord is'the ſame yeſterday, and ro day, and for ever, and © 
will certainly judge us as ſeverely if we repent not ſpeedily, = 
beczuſe he is God and changeth not, but in hope of mercy 7 

will he pray that thus adviſeth you from the Lord, and wait , Þ* 
for the viſion until the appointed time, having higeyes ſomes 7? 
what opened by the Lord, but was born blind, and fo lived 
more then fifty years ;-and there was never any heard of that® * 
ever could or did do ſuch'a cure, but onely the Lord: Jeſus |} © 
Clift, who is the ſame from and to eternity ; therefore be. 
ware how you ſl:ght his workings in or upon any of the men- 7 
neſs of the Sons of men, for then they will witneſs againſt # © 
you, and ſay, its a marveilous thing thar you diſcern not'® : 
wherce this work is 5 but eonfider it well that few of the Ru-'Þ 
jers or people did'then believe: neither is ic diſcernable char/# 
many yer do. Bat toy hopes are great of ſome of ours, be-*#® 
cauſe chat many of chem have not onely ſaid,bur have yielded'® ;;! © 
up to dye for the liberty ofrhe pure Goſpel, chongh fow-'Z 
ly obſcured to them by deceivers : A'1d upon theſe and 'ms*'Þ Ap. -: 
ry-more good grounds, will I ſtil] bope,wait, and prev for the' }:e* © 


| 
+*'1 
8 \ 
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though fearfully blind and inſenfible of it; and'fo ſecurEirithe 
middle'of danger, and willing ro remain as they are ; as the 
many addreſſes printed witneſs ſadly ; but conlider I pray, 
that the Lord comes as the Lightning, ſadderily, terribly, and 
openly it Glorious brightneſs, and as a Thief in chEnight;;., 
thereforeits declared ro be the beſt wiſdome* for every one = 
ro be watching in that place his Lord hath ſet hini in, teſt he. 
come ſuddenly and find chem out of order,and'/give them thae 
fad portion threatried, Har: 24- and further know,-that the 
Lords not ſlack as ſome think, and fay too ; neither ſhall - 
one tittle of his word fail to be fally accompliſhed in its wn 
due time. I beſeech you confider thar are in high places, that 
if the miniftry be not righe that you ſer up the. guilt will be a 
very ſad oneto you; for it is the price of fouls, that are pre- 

2 cious inthe fight of the Lord,and to be guilty of the deftroy- 
'Z ing one, will prove to be of more oſs to them then the loſs of 
7 their lives, honours, and what elſe you are, or do enjoy; - 
= anddonot thinkT am roo bold with you ; for its in trac love 
2 toand pity of your ſouls, and in due reſpe& to your perſons 
..-. and office; ſome amongR you that know me, will engage 
'* formeinthat, if I need, I dareſayit. 2, 
= Beloved friends, becauſe the difference is high amongſt us 
«> about the Goſpel Miniſtry, whether it be to be found inor - 
. 4 amongſt the Pariſh Pricfts or Parſons, orin and amongſt 
:+... thetruly godly, that are called of God, as «Aero» was. - Of 
4 the firſt ſort few ſuch appear plainly I fear, and alſo beciuſe 
"be. my ſelf, and many more' of which ſome are truly godly, I 
"/# doubt nor bavefound by many fad expeticnces, the wneffe: 
"a valneſsof the publique parties Miniſtry, eſpecialy of late 
+ cites, and having obrained mercy of the Lord, I dec/are my 
—- oppment eiereln, who if Fwere know unto theworkd, my 4 
& labour I fear thould be flighred? the” farther Veciaſeof my _. . ©. | 
—& inranbes}*and 1 know and believe that T wrice theſ© things © 
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| 1/428, 9.14, 


2 Tim, 3.1. $5; 
T6. 1,10; 11; 


M-r.13.21.23; 


b Prov 14. 15+. 
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Scripturgs, thatits of and fromGod andChrift alone,alzhough ” 
men are made inftuments and tongues a help ; yer propheg 
which is of the immediate teaching of God,exceeds all for the” 
<difyinp of the-Church, which isthe declaring of che mindg 
God, by that man-glone that.is taught-of God;butTongues ar; 
fora ſign,and a fad one too ; therefore truſt not too much” 
them. Copſider then, -Is it not very neceſſary that diligen| 
ſearch ſhould be made herein; that fo the ſpirits of ſack as un- 
dertake to preach, .may be fully.diſcerned whether they bed” 
'Chriſt or not? For many: deceiyers are-foretold ro come forth. 
in after times, and fhall deceive; many z. let us therefore be! 
ware of them, and take. good heed that we be not deceive 
by them now, though they cry errors in others ;. for it isthy-. 
'Thiefs policy to cry Keep Thief, when he is in danger to 
_ diſcovered, and the Whores praRtiſe to cry Whore firtt ;- fori; 
it be poſſible they will deceive the very Ele&;_ thoſe will ng; 
- indure to be. proved by the. pure light of God that ſhinezh. 
any man. becauſethey. being. blinded by ſin and ſelfe wiſedon” - 
cannot abide nor diſcern is ; the only way to me diſcovere(. 
is to try them. by the Scriptures, becauſe the moſt of ther 
make that their defence ; and thereby will plainly apper” 
who they are that are ſent of God, called and. choſen, .au 
who they are that run. before they are ſent , and by tha 
fruits ler both ſorts of them be known and owned ; for ther _ 
is nothing hid,ſo that jt cannot be made manifeſt ; but in th, ' 
crying of them beware of the Leaven or DoRtrine of the Ph4 
. riſes, which,is hypocriſie, which conſiſterh wholly in form. 
and outward waſhings, and workes of that.nature ; for ali 
tle Leaven leaveneth the whole lump ; and when they are di; 
covered, let what is clear of them, be declared upen the honk: 
rops, ;that chey beiog known may be avoided, that 6 thy? 
may no longer deceive and deſtray poor ignorant fouls 7 
their defalypry, .nor Satan have ſuch a party undiſcoyered, (i 
do miſchief by {till,,... . . .. - | . 
+, . » The firſt order» of. Pfiefts.or Preachers that we read of i 
the Scriptures, was, gab and-his Progenitors and Sacceſlot” 
and wasnot heand they. immediacely:called of God, and «7 


[_ 


claredito be Preachers of righteouſneſs, and .be was aj0 


- 


w_s a wn AS as wan awe 


ini, Sb. ws && 


- Jay his Parſonage, Pariſh or Penſion, tell me if you can ? or 


79 
manthat walked with God, and Fete in a Corrupt Age or 


Generation, and righteous before God in his Generation, | 
and a pure worſhipper of God, and he' was bleſſed of God, "I 
and was ſeparated from the World and their wayes, and was 
no doubt their ſcorn, yetſtedfaſt with'the'Lord,and owned of 
God ; but of what Univerſity, or School was he of, 'or where 


where bad he bisinduQion or Otdination, or by whom had 
he it, if not fromthe Eord alone ; then ſurely he can ſtill do 
itif need be, and there is no doube of it, but few ſuch, we Mal. 3. 6, 
ſee or bere of now. © . g ENG 0; | " 
The-ſecond Prieſt we read of in the Scriptures, was Mel- 
cbiſedeek, of whom much is to be / ay if 'we were not dull” 
of. hearing : This man was immediately ſent of God, and 
call'd the Prieſt of the moſt high God, and the true type of 
the pure ſeed and Son of God, Chrilt Jeſus, and ſuch are all” 4 
true Goſpel-Miniſters, for they havelearned of Chriſt. Oh's:echi, 44. 2.90 
my dear friends conſider,are our publick Preachers true Mel- _ 
chiſedicks ; or do they appear _to be call'd and ſent of God © 
immediately as he was, for he was without Father or Mother, 
that were of the pure ſeed to train or breed him: up ro that 
office by their inſtruRion, or to ſet' them to Schools of hn- G:r. 10. 19. ? 
mane learning ? cr be or publique Miniſters true living 13.4 
types, and not lying dead members of Chrifl? are they Prieſts 
of righteouſneſs and Peace?fſuch are or ought to be all Chriſts 
Miniſters wholly harmteſs, ſeparate from ſinners. Melchiz. 3 
met Abrabam.and bleſſedhim for reſcoing the pure” Seed, *P*- 78- | 
andthe righteous ſoul that was vex'd-at their oncleanneſs, own J 
ſuph for the Prieſts of God, and I'will vote with you; but are 
our Pariſh-Preachers ſuch that are approvy of, and ſent by 
men chiefly from Schools of humane learning; if not alto- | 
geri;er, what pore work of ſpiritual light & life moves friends ..: 
and them thereunto, that appears to the view of any Godly 
but chiefly preferments in the world, do they witneſs that 
they are ſent' of God. to ſex up Chrifts Kingdom as fellow- 
helpers; or by bleBing ſuch as are-made Inſtruments of God 
toreſcye the pure ſeed of God out of the power of cruel ene. 
mies? I fear not: many of them, but rather curſe tbetn; EXceEPt F 
= We In theic uu 


—_— — MR 


| C6) = Y 
their own outward advantages appear incchiefly, witneſs love 2 
and his confederacy, and Dr. Hewet, and many more a= * 
| broad in thoſe times, that were eafily diſcerned : Are they . © 
cam, 2,12: fuch; are they ſuch as Abrahams ſeed gives Tythes to, free- 
17+ ly for ſacrificing; or:dothey not rather cake them by force, 
like the ſervants of wicked Hophney and: Phineas, of the pure 
ſeed ſor carnal ends. Is not Tyches and Gleabes, and ſuch like 
' that draws tbem to places? and not conſcience for to bleſs the 
faithful Children of Abraham? I fear it is, for very few ap- 
. . pear $0 be bleſſed by them, in their Pariſhes and their riding * 
© , andrunning to and fro to beg and get L: tters, . and hands to © 
mediate for them, and to ſubſcribe their lying Certificates, |; 
and.that.ofthe very: peophane and ignorant people, to cer=: © 
tifie them to be Orthodox, that underſtand not what it is, - 
nor oft-t{mes never heard chem ; did Ade/chix. thus, and yer: © © 
they cry up him for a Preſident for ther, co make out their . ©: 
Title to their Tythes þy, O wretched men ! that dare thus in- © ©: 
trude into the pure Prieſtly office for ſelf ends, and by corrupt 
| wayes and meanings, which is an holy calling all that feare' © 
4a', 2. 3-7, God, diſown ſuch, and ſo will I, for God diſowns and diſho-' ' 
3. 9, 8ours them both, and then woe be to them that ſer and keep! | 
them up, if chey repent not ſpeedily, ler ſuch know they are © 


but men that reſiſt the Lord thereby, and be they never ſo . 
Grear, be will judge. | FE 
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_ This third order of Priefts recorded in Scriptures, is the | 
Tribe of Levy, which includes both the offices of -Priefis and * 
Levites, in it are our Preachers and Qarſonage-mongers like * 
the Tribe of Levy, as chey uſe to call themſelves? I am fure 
the Tribe of Levy was not rained up.xc_ the ewo well Heads; © 
or Nurſeries of learning; as the Engliſh Prieſts'iuſe to call + 
them in their Paſpit. prayers, I wiſh they be not Nerſeries of 
luſt, where many of our. Prieſts are bred :- butithe Brick kithes © 

+ were Levies breeding p/aces, and in Bgypr's bondage; neither © 
were they ſent into their office by men firſt; but'chiey came 
in at the Lords call to deliver Iſrael from their bondage; and ©: 
afrerwards whea 1ſrac bad fallen: fouly, then they took the, © 
Lords part freely at the ficſt;call agiinſtche Claf- worſhippers Þ 
Exd.. 32. 26, 29, and the Lord 'own'd: ther foriir, g's LF. 
| ceiv's © 


F 


FOIL . WES 
1 eiv'd ther for an offering to'himſelf, to ſerve abont the Ta- | 
bernacle, and ſerved them to bleſs in his name, and the Lord, 
was their portion and inherjcance, and he was their Teacher, - p- I 
and he ſaid that they muſt be really pure as they were tipifi- : 
ed, and they denyed their neareſt relations for the Lord, and 
+> their Parſonages were larger or leſſer, as they turn'd few or 
| > many torighteouſneſs; jand if any of them polluted any of 
\- * theholythingsor themſelves, they were to be cut off, and 
they were to be out of the worlds ways and orders, and they 
- muſt be men grown, agd not boys, nor old decay*d ones thae 
might ſerve either in the Prieſts office, or about the Taber- 
nacle ; neither were any of them apptoved of chat, oppoſed- 
the power and purity of Godlineſs in any, and rhey were to 
marry purely, and to have pure families, and their greateft 
care andendeavour was to honour Gods great name both in 
life, Do&rine, ſuch and much. more were the true Levitical - 
Priefthood,'and ſuch 1 own, and'ſp I deſire you ſhould , and 
then you will be truly honourable, and much honoured by 
God and all good men. But good friends conſider with me, 
are our pariſh Priefthood juch, or ſo call'd, or come in-as 
theſe, I cannot diſcern it to beſo; Do they come in as pods 
to execute judgement on the wicked corropters of Religion; 
Nay do they not uphold fill :uch ſuperfticion both in places 
-* andforms; are not the moi of them call'd in by men like 
 # themſelves :and are nor thechief ends that they purſue that 
* arediſcernable, Parſonages, Tythes, Lordſhips, over mens 
,. - Conſciences, and fatisfaQion to their fleſhly luſts do they 
Fes i rebuke plainly all offences againſt all God or man in Patrons, 
ads: friends, and all others, or owa ali truths as they are revealed: 
| call :: Nay verily they oppoſe many plain truths, and flatter the: 
x of mott of People, and cell them its lawful when its poyſonous 
:mes Þ and diftruQtive to young and old, as vain ſports 'for recreati- 
> On, exceſlive feaſting, and vain toyiſh coſtly Houſes, babits, 
+ and adornings, andiſuch like; and do they nor call many a 
ng Pure truth an error, becaule their dark minds nor old Authors 
= Gſcern'd , nor. diſcover. them not; Oh' how few. of them: 
+ take the Lords part againſt wicked ones and wickedneſs, :eſpe- 
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like blinde 7/r4el, they aſcribe deliverance to it, becauſe it 7 


* Dc 
. was their old Religion, Do they bleſle the people in the = dc 
Lords name ? It little appears by their ſucceſſes ; for very þ 


few appear tobe bleſſed in moſt of theit Pariſhes, as theyſcall * x, 
then, bor remain a poor blinde, dead-bearted people to pure” ag 
podlineſſe, to the great grief of many: Or do they, or dare” th 
they make the Lord their portion ? not one of a hundred of © 
chem,lI fear ; butrather Parſonages, Penſions, Angmentations,” jr 
& thelike ; & if theſe reach not to make them/-as large as they * yr 
defire;then they ſeek for an additional'help;by an-Hoſpital,or | 
- aLtRure, or ſome ignorant great one to be a Chaplain too. or! 


EY 
by a School,or Phiſick,or ſome-ſuch way, too many of them; 
orelſe they wait for a call to a greater (bur never to a leſſer)” {(, 
profic. Oh Prieſts, blufh for ſhame! Did ever any of the Lork”* (64 
Priefts thus? and do not moſt of you ſeek proud wives inftead:* guy 
of pure ones, to ſerve your lufts, rather then to graceiyon!® hin 
Office; and do not molt of you breed vain Children inſteal> Do 
of godly ones ? Levitical Priefts were taught of 'God,” but? not 
ours at Univerſities, or by Authors that lived in dark days: An 
If the Levitical Prieſts polluted the Holy things, or them!” olaſ 
ſelves,” they were to be cut off ; but the Prieſts of Zxglan'; the 
bold all by life, though many of them fearfully polluted by: po 
covetous, earthly, proud, vain, ignorant; malicious ſpirits, diet 

. &c. until of late, ard yet few found inſufficient by their bv. bee 
ly brethren, ' that are appointed -to trythem, .if ordainedil; thei 
and. by their Antichriftian Order : It is:fadito behold, thi” dar 
by thoſe authorized, they, their:wives and children; are pre” righ 
tered beforethe ſouls of men and women ; let-the knowledg:+ eord 
of this,turn your mirth into mourning that are Rulers: Eſps2> I ivr 
ciallySthe Levitical Priefts were to 'be ſeparated from th! of t 
worlds ways and orders, but none deeper in them then Eg 
liſh Prieſts ; the Levitical Prieſts were neither to: begin-young?* calle 
nor to continue old, but Eglands Priefts begin boys, and t* - ſpel 
main until impotency ; Levy forſook the neertſt relations,al are} 
the higbeft outward advantages for: God and his cauſe; bu: 
Engliſh Prieſts forſake Ged,and Chriſt, and his Govern L 
for the. world ; Ze vy in the Prieſthood ſonghe -ro.exalt its; 
preat ard glorious name of: God'above allthings; bur if 
| Prieli 
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Priefts of England diſbonour it featfhlly, eſpecially the Wiſ- 


dom, Juſtice, and Mercy of God, both in Dodtrine and 
PraRtice ; but ſuch as they are, lived in thoſe times, and the 
Lord ſent his faithful true Prophets and Servants to declare 
againſt them ; and fo he doth now, but they then lighted 
thew, until judgement came upon the whole Nation, and:tts 
much to be feared chat it will be ſo now with ns; for we ſmart 
already, and more is likely co follow, except ſpeedy repen- 
rance ſtop it, for our mock-faſts neither have, nor will doit - 
any longer : O learn wiſdom whilſt it is to day, both Go- 
yernors, Priefts, and People, before the D:cree come forth, 
and there be no remedy : And think it not a vain thing, that 
ſo many cry againſt the Prieſts now, and that godly ones too 
(or elſe, I fear,few godly will be found in E»7/and) is it with- 
out the Lord ? nay, judge all you peop!e, hath not the Lord 
himſelf caſt dung in their faces, and curſed their bleſfings? 
Do they turn many, nay, ſcarce any to righteouſneſs? Are 
not the moſt of their beft Auditors meer ignorant formalifts? 
And are not they weary of Gods ſervice, and preach by a 
glaſs, and look of at it, left it out laſt their notes ; yer cry, 
they would not be tedious, to keep their credit, and pleaſe - 
poor ignorant carnal people : Had not the Lord by the Soul- 
diery taken away ſome of our fooleries, we ſhould lili have 
been as we were before, or worſe, if P:iefts might bave had 
their wills ; but own ſuch for the Lords Miniſters who will, I - 
dare not, until I ſee them better, for I am ſure they are not 
righe according to Scripture, nor like the preſidents there re- 
corded ; ard therefore I diſown them, and ſo ought you th. e 
I ivrite to, oreiſe wo be to you. But it may be, chat..miny 
of them in the publike Miniſtrey will be ſo fool-hardy as to 
ſay (excepting their plea for Tythes thereby) Thar they are 
called into that Office, under a higher Diſpenſacion of Go- 


3 ſpel Order then the Levitical Prietthood was, and that chey 


are Miniſters of a better Covenant, that i« given upon better 
promiſes: Burif ye ſay fo, cheolay I, look to what is ſai, 


 Heb.2.1, andthen wo beto you if you preach not'the pure E/«. 
Goſpel purely, without mjxto. es, either of sddition or dimi- 17 18. 


Rution., And if you plead thus, thentell us from whom you L 
B ſucceed, 


— 
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fucced, whether from Fohn Baptiſt, or Chriſt, or his Ape?” © 
Ales and Diſciples, or of and from the Evangeilft Teachen: t: 


and Paſtors of the primitive Ordination, tell us, that we may * fi 
rove you by them there ; will you put your ſelves upon the! 
ryal there, if you do, you will be found too ſhort yer of the'' © 
pattern a great deal;for ics more pute then you can with thoſe i 
Eyes that yet you ſee by, diſcover or declare to &- : 
thers. 's : 0 


Conſider friends, whether the Baptiſm and Preaching o fo 
7obn were ſrom heaven or of men : He was the firft Ney © 
Teſtament Goſpel Preacher, and ſanRified from the womh,. th 
and not in a School or Parſonage ; but few of you Miniſtey— © 
appear to be fo, after many years fianding in your Office;an(! V! 
he came neither eating nor drinking, daintily, nor in coſtly Wi 
Apparel,bur moſt of you, if you can get them any way, comy. PC 
tn all theſe to the height of them; and I fear, affet they A 
morethen the Goſpel, 7b» came preaching and baptizing up. - BE 
forepentarce ; but few of you declare what it is; and Tan!  ©© 
ſute thoſe I ſee, 2& not aright in their places, and mam, ÞP* 
preach contrary, and cannot declare whether faith or repey.: ©© 
tance is firſt to be aRed by their Converts : And 7ohy fail, P 
That the Kingdom of God was at hand ; but you fay, It is#- hs 
ready come, and yet you cannot declare it, at !eaft, you bl 
not, and when it willcome, you know not, if that be not 
that you preack to poor blinde people, which is nothing lik” of 
It, and yet you would have them reft init, where no true r&* 9 , 
is to be found;for nothingits elſe that you deciare ro them bit + 7% 
10 hear you, and to perform ſome ſuch fervices as you cl: 
reach them, all which are meer formalities ; and Chrift ſail; I! 
of fobn, That be was a burning and ſhining light ; and whid:” 

- of you are ſo, or declare what it is to be ſuchi a one - and ah * h 
didnot take his br viſions of Chrift to be'the full manifeſt 
tion of him to relt in, but inquired further of him as one. 
ſatisfied therewith of his fulneſs ; but moſt of. you ſtay ft. 

| the beginning of: light, and labour not to get tbwards p& £1 
 fection burirather decline fer ought that can be diſcerned; 


ſo ſhut upthe Kingdom of Heaven _ your ſelves all” gi 
| others: And 7ohn was & plain and: full reboker of fin ou 4s 


' preſſe the poor; the widdow and gthers by youts, an 


(13) 
of, or by ſuch onely as are enlighened, called; renewed, and 
taught of che Lord alone, far above all mens teachings, and 
fach onely are Chriſts true Miniſters, and to be owned. And 


-now,. O ye Priefts, I call ye to ſpeak once more in your own 


defence (bur either ſpeak right words, or elſe be ſilent , for 
diſcerning ſpirits are come forth.) and ſhew if you can, whe- 
ther Melchbizedeck,, or any of the whole Prieſthoods order 
forenamed, were called in by men, or hadeither Pariſh; Par- 
ſonage, or any ſuch limitted order or place as yours, . or that 
thetr tyches and wages were as yours are ; but contrary, : for 
they were free offerings, as the yearly feafts were, and in 
them the fatherleffe, the ſtranger, the widow, and the Le- 
vite did eat and rejoyce together before the Lord : There 
was neither tythe Calf nor Gooſe brought to.the Parſonage 
nor Vicarage houſes. neither had the miſtceſſe nor ber maids 
authority to gather tythe eggs or /appjes .of the poor. anf 


. needy. That that was tythed in Iſrael was broughr in freely 


to worſhip the Lord with and by it. . But ye, Q Pcic Tea 
and duo 
nour God thereby. Are you or-apy otber.able.to make it 
appear that thoſe are right Laws, -Statutes, . Judgements and. 
Ordinances, that yoursare eſtabliſhed and required by, ſuita- 
ble to the right Government of a Chriſtian Nation. that are 
taught of the Lord > know the,gontrary.,. O blinde leaders 
ofthe blinde{- will you bath fall. inzo the ditch; op Ipacdis 
ly, :left you periſh, and get betrer Guides; for. light is. broken. 
forth,” ſhut not your eyes againſt it, but. bebold it, and walk 
in it whilſt ic appears, left darkogfſe come ſpeedily, and' then 
you:may ſo ftumble-and fall,. thas you. can never, riſe Apa 
© confider this,. you that havg lang for atten phe fr » hh 
he tear Jenin pieces,  and\there he nque ap 7A J0n,, WW as 
the ſlighting of his calls when. be; would: bave keaJed you.} 
Bat I cell you 'plainly, that Goſpel Minifters ſhovld-firſt be 
Elders in the faith, before, they -epter into char; high Office, 
andnot Novices in the ſolvation of- G od, ſhoolgchepſt | of 
9 
x 


ſelxes.inco it ; For nane can-diſcers it, bur, bythe Holy 
given-into them; neither-can- apy: mivilte;. chat to., athy 
which they havenot xecaved,: for -che carngl..migde p.10 nx 
4:0. 1,t : mity. 


T 
WW 
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RIO. . (16) +". 
mity againſt the ſpiricua! gifts of God and Chrift ; neithes 
can they know them, nor preach them really to ochers, ang 
' if they be nor fi.ſt reconciled in themſelves, how can they 
hiv the reconcitiation of the ſoul into Chrifts' pure oature n 
v"to others, to lead themupunto ir, or the knowledge of it, = 7 
that they may labour to grow forward to be wrought into it 2 
fully, that fo they may b:come holy, as the Lord is holy, 
and to be meek and lowly,as Chriſt is, that ſo they may finde |: 
reſt to their ſoul:: and for the gaining this, they muſt fickt'?; 
be humble in the fenfe of their 0 vn bluidenefle, and then the 2: 
promiſe is from the Lord char he will teach them, and give 'Þ 
them grace rnd glory, and fuch own for right Goſpel Minis! 
Kers, and noneelſe ; for this is the Lords way of exalting 7 
men into Goſpel gifts of grace. Are ours ſuch in publique® 
places, I fear few of them, Ak them furcher, Have ye 4” 
erue call from the Lord to thac Office ? and they will ſay,” 
Yea: Butif you will conſider them by what is before write” , 4 
ten, it will appear contrary, . as alſo by the teſtimony of ms | 
ny other Scriptures ; and therefore let them know rhis for} _. 
themſelves, that the Councel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, and! 
although Circumciſion be commanded by the Lord , yet 
when that that is figured by it is come, it muſt ceaſe, withouty 4... 
a written command, and then they that are circumciſed after-;' prof 
wards, can have no profie by Chrift : Take heed what you do” pg ., 
theLord is not mocked, whar ye ſow;that ye mult reap,triends® 4. 


I bear record to you, that you have a lictle zeal, and a lirtie you't 
fireogeh, bur its ready to dye, and it is not according to} ©4.;.9 
right knowledpe, elſe you never would hold up,depend upon, 
nor own ſuch for right Goſpel/ ways -as you do.  Corlidet .- . 
what I ſay, and the Lord give you underſtanding - For if yo# poor 
perfift chus, che Lord will faddenly defiroy you, as ME 41 
did your Predeceſſors; for certainly he is come forth” to c 
Judge the World in righteouſneſs, and a ſhort worke will tF ; 
make upon the earth ; for by bis own'9rm will he briog in (@- 
vation ; for ſurely our bopes by men of might is jow,: whill® wem 
we hear of and behold ſuch a wicked crue of Law ers in ow the $i 
, Parliament,” who will neither enter into Chrilt”s Kizagdomesf perhs 


nor ſuffer 'others to go in that. would ; bur: as this i irilelf i6 ſuch 


» 


— 


> S$cribes and Pharifeer, © it will them; but the Lord will deſtcoy 


them all if chey repent not ſpeedily, though ſome of their own 
Tribe ſay,they are the moſt rational men in the Parlizment,and 
thatchey do very good ſervice there, yet it's much doubted 


> of; for not one of a hundred of them appears to.ſeek ſincere- 
> lyaftertherighteouſneſs of Chrift, that they might come in- 

> to his ſalvation, and then what good can be expeRed by 
” them? beware now that diſcontent ariſe not againſt my plain 
* andhigh wordsro you; for 'they are trutly- in care of and 

 * = loveto your poor ſouls, that are in danger to periſh moſt of 
"© them, alchough Chriſt bought them , for none can ſee his 
=> Kingdom that is not new born, and how few know what that 

= is? as appears ſadly, chough maſters in Englana,yea Fathers 

” andTeachers alſo; therefore wos to them that are taught 

- = and ruled by ſuch. BHath the Lord wrought ſo great delive- 
1” rances for us, as no other Nation we hear of hath received or 
> hadthelike ?- and do we thus requite the Lord ? Oh fooliſh 
and and unwiſe people, that forget or negle&t ſo great mer- 

| cies, be ſure the Lord will mind ns of them more ſharply the 

© nexttime he viſits us, who ioftead of feeding his Lambs, ens / 


= deavours to Lord it over his heritage by heavy oppreſſions , 


*** that are laid upon them both in and out of Priſons, and in our 
2 profeſſion are become meer Formaliſts again, and bave turn'd 
| both preaching and profeſſion into meer pratings moſt of 

+ them, yea into railings, both in Writings and Palpits ; and 
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you caufed to be imprifoned many an innocent, hungry and 
thirty ſoul, that was ſeeking after the. Lord Jeſus Chrift and 
his falneſs. How think you, Oh Priefts and Rulers, that you 


; can-eſcape the greateſt damnation, that thus deal fill with 


poor-fouls, that bave been long deluded by you, that have 
criedlo here, and here, and yet never did nor could manifeft 
Chriſt ro'rhem, nor yet like 704» Bapti/# would you ſay, That 


8 nothe. © 


* Oh Souldiers at laſt, ( before it be _ late) call to re- 
membrance what yon ſaw and ingaged: for and apainft at 


| the firſt;under Noble Fairfax, and his Officers, and goup to 
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Eecleſ' 5.x, 
Bethel and pay your yowes to the Lord, for hedelights not # 324+ 3, / 
10 ſuch fools that vow and perform not ; remember where I 


and how oft he hath appeared to and for you, and own the 
p} C | Lord 
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Lord in all your ViRories, by following him fally, and tha” «x 
you are ſure to g1 into the promiſed Land, when others wil” .þ 
be ſhut out, and your enemies muſt ſtill ly before you, anſ © þÞ 
you ſhall fill be a terrour to them, and in ſo doing the Lord «<7 
will bleſs you with the reſt of his faithful ones ; and you ſhall!” +þ 
certainly rejoyce together ; bur if you-loſe your firſt lov,” to 
and grow lukewartn in and unto his cauſe, except you ſpeed þ; 
ly repent and do your firft work, you mutt and will loſe you?! gy 
Glory, and be ſpu'd out and fall ſhort of the Glory of hz” c 
Saints ,, and what fs. your gain then and reward for all you; 
adventures, take heed therefore that you negle& not th 
Lords calls that are ſent to you, and ſay not that the timej?* thy 
not yet, leaſt he judge you for it, beware you reſt not in ou” ey 
ward peace, glory and viRories, but like che two Tribes an(> 
a halfe, go on before your Brethren, until all-cheirs and youT 

| Enemies are ſubdued, and then you ſhall certainly. returny'* do 
your poſleſlions in Peace and Comfore ; but if you flightth © rhe 
Lords Calls, and fay they are but deceipts and deluſions, m,* fice 
= ſoul hall weep in ſecrer for you before the Lord, that 1 by: 
may touſe you up ſome other way, that you may not loſ?? cer! 
your reward, for many of you are Worthyes, and ſome tha 
are caſt off alſo. I wiſh-they may be all owned chat are up-*+ Go 
right hearted, and that all needleſs jealoufies may ceaſe, and. teR 
that vengeance may be left to the Lord, and revenges ceak”; 
amongſtyon, and that you would do no violence to any, a 
be contenteach one with his own right wages, for | certainh-” 
the Lord will render to every one according to his work” 
( without reſpe& of perſons ) as they ate continuedin unty7 
the end; be wife therefore Oye Rulers, Commanders;- ol 
niſters,and Judges of theſe Nations of the Earth,and ſerve the” 
Lord with fear, faithfulneſs, and trembling, and kify the Sw? 
( that now gloriouſly appears ) lealt ye periſh from the way; 
and if my poor counſel may be found uſeful in any thing, 
(hall greatly rejoycein the Lord for it, that certainly ſerme?” | 
a work, and carried me through it in the midſt of many op” 


poſitions, high fears, and many objeions, for. none of ith; May | 
mine that hath any wiſdome appearing ia i, -but- irs wholly* rap 
| 


of the Lord ;, but if 1. may prevail no further, grant theſe feny 


oo - 


things at'my requeſt; 1 entreat you firſt, that: as there hath 
. been given forth ftr& Commands with penalties, for the 
Prieſts peaceable preaching, and paſting to and from their 
meeting places; ſo would alſo command, that when they 
have preached t any time, that then they may be required 
to clear to ſach as doubt of their doQtrine, thoſe things that 
by tender Conſciences are then ſcrupled and peaceably en- 
quired of them, and certainly thereby truth and deceit will be 
both made manifeſt mol eaſily and ſpeedily; and poor igno- 
rant people eaſily informed ip the truch, ; andalſocbar the 
Priefts andtheir Diſciples may have the like freedom giyen 
them.. Secondly, that you would take a more ft:i& gnd Cir- 
eumſpe& care and courſe to prove ſuch by as are to be a4- 
mitted into chat high office, then yet hath been taken by;our 
former Governours for that end, that onely ſuch perſons as 
doclearly appear to be taught of God themſelves, may prove 
them and choſe alſo that are ajready admitted into that. of 
fice, and to put by all-fach ( withour partialigyas are found) 
by them unfit and uaworthby of that place that ſ@ much'con- 
” cerasevery ane in anhigh-degree-. Thirdly, that you would: 
hg eakecare that all ſuck as are, fourid meet to preach: the pure 
Goſpel, and. would doit freely;: may: i ave” liberty and pro- 
= teQtionbyyou,; andthen. no doubt you will preſently bave. © - 
= many empty Parſonagts to help to maintain. publque' char © 
y, «nd; ger for the eaſe of poor fubjeRts,and (atisfying publick debts; 
cainy;; thae-are the Nations ſhame, and-{n both. Fourchly, That. 
work” you would take acourſe ( which eaſily may bedone,. and for, 
1u0t7 great advantages every way) £0 take off the paying Tytbes, 
;N& inkind,” and cauſe them all ro be put upon moderate Rents £9. 
-yethy cavh particular perſonfrom Whom they are due which.thing; 
= may be eaſily done,  and-ic will be found £0, þ; of great pood. 
y;,- uſe, both for the ſouls and eftates of all people that are con-" 
ing, cerned therein; Fifthly, That you cake order, to have utterly 
me; thrown down that moſt wicked oppreſſing Law that remains 
al 2 in this Nation, and that courſe may be taken, that wrongs 
164 May be rectified in a Chriftian-like way and manner. Sixthly, 
allg!s That chat ſhameful and Chametaſs (att,of people, that wan- 
a der as Rogues up, and dowa the Nation, to our great ſi ons 
Lb ME.. 


9 mer iN 3.206) wy, F 
/ ſhame; may be ſupprefſed. Laftly, That yon would take cart - 
* chat our Ele&ions of Councils, may+ be made by ſuch pet | 
*ſors 8s are found moſt fit and able to Counſe], & to be cout © 
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